
 
 

February 14, 2013 
 

Rodney Oldham 
S.C. Department of Transportation 
955 Park Street 
Columbia, SC 29202 
 
Dear Mr. Oldham, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Rosewood Community Council (RCC) to submit public comments 
on the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) project that proposes to add a sidewalk on South Walker 
St. from Heyward St. to Harvard Ave. Part of South Walker, from Rosewood Drive to Harvard 
Ave., is included in the geographic area represented by RCC. 
 
Residents of S. Walker and nearby streets have brought to our attention their concerns about the 
proposed sidewalk. We echo the sentiments of these neighbors who are most directly affected by 
this plan and ask that the proposed sidewalk be reconsidered. 
 
We are most concerned that the proposed plan does not accomplish the stated purpose of making 
our streets safer for children. The Safe Routes to School Committee initially advocated for a 
traffic light at the intersection of Rosewood Dr. and S. Walker. A sidewalk on S. Walker in 
conjunction with a traffic light would facilitate safer crossing of Rosewood Dr. But without the 
traffic light at the intersection, we do not believe a sidewalk alone creates a safer street. 
 
Several residents have also voiced concerns that the proposed sidewalk would eliminate 
improved parking spaces in numerous yards on S. Walker. This will result in cars being parked 
in the street, which leads to limited visibility and a narrower street, thus potentially 
accomplishing the opposite of the goal of the SRTS program.  
 
Sidewalk construction requires removing many beautiful, mature trees that contribute to our 
neighborhood's character. Five mature trees taken down on the Rosewood side of S. Walker will 
result in a drastic and unwanted change to the landscape. 
 
We ask that the grant funds be used more effectively to develop measures that would calm traffic 
on Rosewood Dr. or protect students walking on the heavily congested streets and intersections 
that directly abut the school. Other measures could benefit more children and other pedestrians. 
 



Also, RCC is concerned about the lack of communication between DOT and affected residents. 
Many residents knew nothing about the proposed plan until after the January 31 public meeting. 
While RCC has attempted to share the plan with as many residents as we could reach, we do not 
believe that all affected residents have been notified. Accordingly, RCC asks that the public 
comment period be extended to allow additional time for residents to learn about the proposed 
plan and submit comments. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Jenna Stephens, President  
Rosewood Community Council  
jenna@rosewoodcommunity.com 
803-240-2156 


