
August 28, 2012 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our comments and concerns today. 

The Rosewood neighborhood opposes the expansion of the Seaco plant. Mr. Cannon suggested that 
Seaco is not “expanding” in our neighborhood. I consider the addition of a railroad spur to more 
easily bring in raw materials an expansion. We oppose the continued operation of this business and 
any other business that is polluting our air or water. Rosewood is a neighborhood of 8,000 people, 
four schools, and eight parks. 

This is not a place for heavy industry, and the risk posed by groundwater and air 
contamination is unacceptable.

While we greatly appreciate the efforts of the agency the past few weeks, I must point out that for 
years Rosewood neighbors have complained about the smell of the Seaco plant–a burning tar smell 
that forces our residents indoors. Neighbors reported these concerns, but our concerns went 
unaddressed by DHEC. Someone wasn’t doing their job or wasn’t given adequate resources to do it 
competently.  

Furthermore, DHEC learned about the groundwater pollution on the Seaco site when this cleanup 
contract was first proposed but failed to proactively take any of the steps the agency took once this 
contract was made public. I am troubled to think that if Sammy Fretwell of The State newspaper 
hadn’t notified us and the public, DHEC may not have tested residents and soil for dangerous 
contaminants.  

This agency and state leaders allowed this pollution to go unregulated and untested, and 
would have allowed the opportunity for public comment to pass unnoticed. I find this 
unacceptable.   

Going forward, the Rosewood neighborhood has a bright and vibrant future. We just joined with the 
City of Columbia to adopt a long-term strategic plan for the neighborhood. That vision includes 
sustainable and green businesses along the corridor of Commerce Drive. The plan celebrates 
Columbia’s only urban farm and embraces future sustainable development.  

This business, this expansion, and this pollution put all of that in jeopardy. 

I also want to be clear about exactly what kind of business we’re talking about. Seaco is not a 
family-owned business anymore. Seaco’s new owner is Goldman Sachs, the New York investment 
bank. Goldman Sachs recently purchased Associated Asphalt and now Associated Asphalt has 



purchased Seaco in order to expand to become one of the largest asphalt emulsion operations on the 
East Coast.

Goldman Sachs is one of the companies that gambled recklessly with other people’s money 
and brought the US economy to its knees just a few years ago. This is not a company that 
cares about our neighborhood or our air and water.  

On behalf of RCC and our neighborhood, I ask that the agency: 

1) deny the proposed expansion; 

2) institute full and complete monitoring to discover the complete nature of the pollution at this 
site and others adjacent to our neighborhood; 

3) institute surprise smoke-stack testing to discover the nature of the pollutants the Seaco plant 
is pumping into our air, instead of scheduled stack testing just every other year; and 

4) apply the appropriate regulatory and punitive action against responsible polluters and make 
them pay for the cost of cleanup. 

Finally, I believe there is also a role for political leaders going forward. I refuse to believe our state 
and local leaders can’t come together to find a permanent solution to this problem that would 
remove heavy industry from our residential community.  

Just a few months ago, there was a different type of pollution in a neighborhood just across 
Rosewood Drive. While that type of “pollution”—in the form of a pornography establishment—is 
protected by the First Amendment, city leaders quickly and aggressively passed a tougher new 
ordinance to make sure that that business would be gone within a year.

Here, no corporation—not Seaco and not Goldman Sachs—has a constitutional right to 
pollute our air and water, and endanger our community. 

Our city leaders have demonstrated they can react quickly to protect our citizens. They must 
do the same thing here.  

I’m hopeful we will see creative and proactive solutions put forward by state and local leaders in the 
very near future. The Rosewood neighborhood stands ready to lend our assistance to enacting a 
permanent solution that removes this nuisance from our community.  

Thank you for organizing this forum and for your hard work on behalf of our residents. RCC asks 
that you exercise your authority to stop the expansion of the Seaco plant and take all other 
appropriate action to hold polluters accountable. 
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