
MICHAEL MILLER for Columbia City Council, District 3 
 
ISSUE No. 1: What I call “Moveability” 
Columbia is car dependent. That’s just the way it is and for the most part will continue to 
be. But that doesn’t mean Columbia shouldn’t aggressively address transportation 
alternatives. I believe the current situation with the CMRTA bus system should be 
viewed as an opportunity, not a crisis. The system is ponderous and inefficient. Let’s 
revisit the 2009 comprehensive study and implement ways to better serve those who ride 
it now and entice more Columbians to climb aboard. We could use larger buses to bring 
commuters into the city and smaller buses with green hybrid drivetrains to travel more 
frequent routes around the city center. The system would be saving money on operations 
while raising revenue from more passengers. It will take energy and strong leadership 
from the newly focused CMRTA board to accomplish this. Also, strong oversight of 
Veolia (or whatever company runs the bus system) will be needed from city attorneys and 
independent auditors who will keep a close eye on contracts and financial statements. 
Moveability, Part 2: I see more of my neighbors biking to work these days than I ever 
have. And yet, Columbia is woefully deficient in safe, clearly marked bike lanes. Many 
of Columbia’s streets are classified as State roads. I would search for both State and 
Federal transportation dollars to create more bike lanes and sidewalks to make Columbia 
more bicycle-and-pedestrian friendly.  
 
ISSUE No. 2: Greenways and Green Spaces 
The Three Rivers Greenway project has already competed nine wonderful miles of paved 
trails along Columbia’s rivers, but there is still much to be done. One of the key pieces 
I’d like to see addressed as soon as possible is the extension of the riverside pathway 
from Gervais to Blossom Street on the City’s side of the river. This will surely open the 
way to more foot traffic and low-impact recreation, and in turn, more business 
investment. One of the hold-ups is the $48 million Innovista project from Huger Street 
down to the river in that district. But I say, why wait on a project that might take years to 
get off the ground? Go ahead and complete the pathway, and if you have to redesign the 
riverfront part of Innovista later, you do so. Once this segment is completed, the City can 
work with the USC Foundation to proceed with the trail to Granby Park. From there, a 
link from the Olympia mill village to the river could be established. The watershed along 
Rocky Branch Creek could be restored with natural remedies as well as engineering fixes, 
thus reducing flood worries and giving Columbia more green space. 
 
ISSUE No. 3: Cleaner Air 
It’s a known fact that people who work or exercise outside face increased risk from air 
pollution. The New England Journal of Medicine released a report in 2009 that said 
people who live in cities with high levels of ground-level ozone are 30 percent more 
likely to die from respiratory diseases. What grade does the American Lung Assoc. give 
Columbia for levels of ozone in the air? An F! Add our grade of C for particulate 
pollution, and it makes you want to stay inside. OK, I know what you’re saying. How can 
a city councilperson do anything about improving air quality? By making it an issue. I’ll 
start the conversation. Knock on doors at DHEC and the EPA. Ask tough questions. The 
citizens of Columbia deserve to breathe clean air. 


