
In addition to public safety, which is the fundamental driver in establishing livable, 
prosperous, and sustainable communities and cities, the following priorities will define 
my term as a Columbia City Council Member:

Fiscal Accountability

It is imperative that elected council members serve as good stewards of the taxpayers’ 
money.  Columbia is a wonderful city and its public servants must make careful 
decisions that are in the interest of the entire community and focused on allowing 
Columbia to realize its full potential. 
    
Budgets must be scrutinized, spending priorities must be established, and projects     
must be evaluated to ensure they will not increase the tax burden on the city’s 
residents. 

Developing a Plan for the Future 

Having visited many of the greatest cities (and many of the most blighted) in this 
country, I am keenly aware of what Columbia can be.  The issue preventing Columbia 
from being one of the greatest American cities is the lack of a plan.

We must create zoning and development codes that are not just current but which 
address the issues of the future, such as population growth, environmental concerns, 
traffic, and sustainable building and development.  It is important to use resources such 
as the Urban Land Institute to develop plans that address a wide variety of concerns 
from across the city.

In addition, Columbia’s city government must be user friendly for those wishing to do 
business in the city.  Streamlined and efficient licensing and permitting will encourage 
business development and prosperity.

Establishing and Growing a Robust Mass Transit System  

The City, without increasing the tax burden on its citizens, must commit to stabilizing 
and ultimately growing a bus and transit system that will reduce traffic congestion and 
pollution while providing a safe, reliable and enjoyable means for residents to move 
about town. 
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