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Rudy Mancke spent about two hours Monday tromping around in an ordinary stand of woods in 
the Rosewood neighborhood.  
 
But nothing about nature is too ordinary to Mancke , who carried a butterfly net and wore a tiny 
magnifying glass on a chain around his neck.  
 
"You can learn a lot about the way nature works in some pretty plain-looking places," said the 
amiable naturalist, host of NatureScene on ETV.  
 
Mancke walked the city's newest park at the invitation of Lila Bendowski, a resident concerned 
that the land will be "overmanaged" by parks staff eager to improve nearby soccer fields with 
restrooms and lights. He pointed out various trees and plants, birds and their nests, spiders and 
skeletons to about 25 people who joined him on the walk near Owens Field airport.  
 
The turnout suggests an interest in leaving the land alone.  
 
"Where else could you go for a walk in the country just a few blocks from home?" asked resident 
Joyce Bagenstos.  
 
Jean Maxwell took her 3-year-old grandson, Leland Bell, on the walk. She said the property 
needs to be cleaned up, but otherwise left alone.  
 
"I think it would be wonderful to do that - just leave it like it is," she said.  
 
Mancke said the area would be instructive to schoolchildren.  
 
"This would be a neat sort of natural area to have access to," he said.  
 
His "slow down, look around" approach to walking around revealed a mockingbird nesting near 
a persimmon tree, purple violets, ferns and muscadine vines. As the group traveled well-worn 
trails, they also passed an abandoned mattress, rusty metal, a Playboy magazine and an old tire.  
 
"I'm always amazed and frustrated by the way human beings can take a pretty neat place and 
mess it up," Mancke said.  
 
Evelyn Jordan, who lives nearby, said she used to walk the property often before her arthritis 
started bothering her. She would like to see it left to walking trails, with a picnic area added.  
 
Folks from the Columbia Audubon Society and Sierra Club came along for the walk. So did 
Columbia Councilwoman Anne Sinclair, who said the wooded area will remain dedicated to 
walking trails.  



 
Bendowski said she called Mancke in an attempt to emphasize the natural beauty of the spot.  
 
"Nobody knew this was here, that's why I did it," she said. "Why don't they just leave it alone?"  
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